Greenfield Climax Baseball Team and Early Baseball in Greenfield

8 Homerows Cumonicres

had come to her death by the bined eff of poi and stran-
gulation. It established as a motive for the murder the illicit rela-
tions which existed between the two. The theory of the state was
that the woman had been entived to that Jonely spot and foreed to
take the poison. The defense contended that it was a case of sui-
cide, the motive being unrequited love, The defense also introduced
evidence to prove the insanity of the accused.

After a trinl extending over a period of three weeks, the case
went to the jury which returned o verdict of musder in the second
degree. The decision was appealed and o lly reached the Su-
premo Court of Ohio which reversed tho verdict an a technical
point and ordered a retrial of the case. Pending the new trial, the
utate logislature passed a law permitting the court of common pleas
to appoint, in such a case, a commission in lunacy. Application was
immediately made by the defense for such a commission. After a
protracted inquiry, the commission declared the prisoner insane and
directed that he be confined to an asylum, He was afterwsards dis-
chargod, went west and disappeared from view, leaving um‘m\wond
the question, “How did Mary Ann Lovell meet her death?”

As the years went by, C. H. Blackburn attsined wealth and
fame as a criminal lawyer. His fees were mald to have aggregated
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available pandlot. Bawball as we know it toda

the Fourth of Jul'y, 1867, when Cincinnat: and Imisvilley ir::g‘zramli
ed the Union Cricket and Baseball Grounds in Cincinnati, Cincin.
mwmnm‘tho ame by a score of 60 to 24. This has been called
lni!hlmvmorymll\'; : :nmnlb i{f: baseball” Cincinnati follawed up ity
tiona[lnlaegm- oy ng pennant o the newly organized Na-

1870 Greenfield boys oryanized the famous Cl
g » » 5 Ba.
Z'ugn w‘hk‘h tea'ch!d’lu heyday in 1874 and 187.; It ::.:n't :pr!utﬂ
s ar se.m: pr 1 team. The boys pliyed for the love of
thdrmown ::yymg lhol;_‘:wn expenses, if necessary, and providing
P tcher caught the game witho v

:ha mask or a chost protector. All the memb:ma:?( l‘)::- }l‘:‘::n:-“pyl'}:;‘e:l
rou‘hgame nci)t oaly garehand«i but in their stocking feet. It was a
Fous ‘.’touq’ h game. In the varly gamon, the pitcher used an under
u‘a: elivery as was the practice even in the professional games of
8 t period. It was in a game with Washington C, H. that the over-

and sly!» fll pitching was first employed by the Climax mounds-
tuan. 1t isn't recorded who pitched the fiest curved ball. The early
games were played on the fiekl behind the old Seminury building,

now occupled by the American Pad & Textile Company's p)
: pany's plani
F‘n‘:n an old photograph, yellowed with age, we ﬁ:-n:“ the
a"l:;d:a the members of this celebrated outfit: William “Button”
' 1. second base; Charles “June” Nelson, catcher; Samuel Dun.
p. center fiold; H._rq "':qhu::&\" Waddell, right field; Bob Black-
burn, third base: “Dud” Squier. left field: Charles Blackburn,
4 i h(T Botsy Kkn‘lz;v:;;!_ shortstop: Tom Southward, first
; ; or recruit was Willlam “Bunk” Co ni
The Old Climaz Team insisted that he could throw the fnn fn:.‘:rr tg;:kurz'hﬁ:n:m
Bull games were in America long before the white

distinotion actually held today - of ficlall
W == y—by a Gr
. 3 in Chichen 1 ¥, Don Grate. The last susvivor of this f.‘nltzb.-nu-d 't!:a!:n“;ld
man camo. The Mayans built magnificent courts in en Itza Samuel Dunlap of West Lalayette. Indinna whe dled t 1048 a5
where they played a game which, In many of its essentials, resom- ninetieth year. Mr. Dunlap always paid 2 special t b lt\ 5 In hL:
bled the modern game of basketball. When the early tettlers ar- Nelson who, ccording to Mr i piang ribute to June
rived in Ohio they found the Indians playing a game of football 160 soon: “If he were living today he 'wuuid blﬁrnd:owrnl d«'?du
which seems to have been a combination of soccer and rugby, A eqiial {0 & rajlroad President's. He could run lk auﬂg; salary
quaint survival of those early days is ﬂ;c‘;lfsm»lum of ‘;.\ll:o'?‘g ;znlmc thitow n ball like o shot out of a gan. " ike a jackrabbit and
witnessed by a group of ploneers in 1708, It was yed by two The old Climax team was & re ; ¥
teams consisting of one hundred Indian bucks on one side and one &1l comors, suffering hnrxﬂv:; ;m‘:{t’i’:‘f}?’:ﬁ?‘iﬂgm It b’vok on
hundred Indian squaws an the other. The squaws won the gamo, of its lons successful years It won 19 out of 21 gs }F:[m St
From the earliest days Greenfield boys played & game of base- elsively disposed of the teams of all the .«urmuwligy:‘m:s. avx:;lz g
ball, not the highly scientific game of today but an earlier yorsion tng for new worlds to conquer, the team ehallen 'L:i t}}‘wm n(" aok-
called One Old Cat, If no better ball was evailable they made their Cincinnati Red Sox but the management of “:: Re: p;» z:numul
own ball out of string and twine. During the Civil War, baseball doubt learnod about the S gl (‘Hmaxemnﬂf' n’\xng no
became s populsr sport nmong the soldiers and, when ‘l)u- armies gchedule a game. At least that 5 whet crar ety gw uu'(! to
were demobilized, the soldiers brought back homo with them a thought. We pay all honor to the old Cliwnn n.'w.":"l;_ reenfield
real love of the sport. Soon youngsters were playing the game on ently the first toam to vopresont Cireenfield .in ""lup-v'nn':‘-‘:;m:"(':mr-

more than a million dollare in a period when a miflion dollars rep-
resented great wealth, He spent freely and gave huge sums to many
warthy causes. He died, a comparatively poor man, and was buried
in the Greenfield Cometery,

David King was given a baseball bat used by Earl Boyd on one of the early Greenfield baseball teams. Earl was the
husband of Marjorie Boyd who lived next door to David and John King (Lee and Mavis) on Mirabeau Street.

According to F.R. Harris (Hometown Chronicles) in above graphic, the Climax team was formed in 1870, had its
heyday in 1874 and 1875.

The bat was donated to the Greenfield Historical Society on April 2, 2014.

The following information was gathered concerning baseball in Greenfield to ascertain whether Earl was on the
Climax Team or other Greenfield teams.
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Below is some information from census records and information from Ancestry.com
Marjorie (Plyley) Boyd — born August, 1883; died 1963 (Section 1, Lot 58)
Margie married Earl C. Boyd in Highland Co. , Ohio, on Sept 21, 1912.

Earl C. Boyd — born 6/26/1875, died 2/14/1924 (Section 1 Lot 59)
Father was James Boyd, mother was Lucretia Chandler

Margie’s Father: Allen Plyley
Margie’s Mother: Celia Mitchell
1900 Census

Celia Plyley, head of household, age 53
Margie M. Plyley, daughter, age 17
Marcy C. Plyley, daughter, age 21
John Mitchel, son, age 30
1910 Census
Earl is listed as a boarder and Celia head of household.

1930 Census
Marjorie, age 46, widowed
Celia Plyley, head of household, age 82
Mary Plyley, daughter, age 50
Chester Mitchel, brother, age 70

1940 Census
Marjorie 57....widow, works at Pad Factory as small machine operator
living in Perry Township, Fayette Co.
lived there on farm in 1935.
Maude Pliley, 60..single, sister of Marjorie, works as folder at Pad Factory
John Mitchel, 70...half brother to Marjorie, born 1870...farm laborer

After compiling the above information, it was unclear if Earl Boyd could have played on the Greenfield Climax
baseball team. The Climax team was started in 1870; Earl was born in 1875. So not knowing how long the Climax
Baseball Team existed, we could not say for sure if Earl was on that particular team.

It was then discovered that F.R. Harris also wrote about early baseball in Greenfield. That section of Hometown
Chronicles is shown below. In that section, Mr. Harris talks about baseball in Greenfield. Although he does not use
the name of Climax Baseball, he does mention the “Town Team” and the creation of a team in 1899. In 1900 semi-
professional teams were organized. The Greenfield team even played the Cincinnati Reds!

Many of the Greenfield baseball players were drafted into the Major and Minor baseball leagues. He mentions
specifically that Earl Boyd went to the Minors. So what we know for sure is that Earl Boyd was one of the players
in early Greenfield baseball.
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barkers bark, the band plays, the crowd applauds,

ows confetti, the enthusi is i and every-
The evening closes with the high wire bicycle riding
starts the perilous trip across the wire, first taking
on to light his bicycle lamp in conformity with the city
If one of Greenfield’s high flyers should meet him on
;lballht, the performer could not be held responsible for

) daring performer in a circus or carnival had his imitators
small fry of Greenfield. After a few bumps and bruises
boys decided to try a less spectacular way of making a
(reenfield boy, however, far outstripped the daring per-
‘he had seen performed by aerialists. Harvey Mills be-
Marvelous Mills whose daring feats on the tight rope,
fur above the heads of the spectators, made him the sen-
ction of street carnivals from coast to coast. He began

by walking along the tops of every fence in the neighbor-
ed to a tight rope stretched in the back yard and per-
technique by walking the cables stretched across the
08, In 1916 he joined a carnival company and soon was
attraction. He married a professional aerialist who was
v the name of Madam Leonora and the two put on a spine-
¢t which won them the plaudits of the multitudes. The
the act was the Elephant Walk. The two donned an ele-
ume and walked the rope, stretched between two high
{o the humorous chant of the Elephant Walk. Harvey
I He frequently said, “I'll get it eventually.” He did.
g on his act in Chicago, he fell to the ground and was

i boy of this period found inspiration for his life’s work
and glitter of the circus and carnival. His name was
He hailed from neighboring Bainbridge but the streets
were about as familiar to him as those of his native

Clyde Beatty is generally recognized as the world’s
ner of wild animals. He was the first man to success-
ons and tigers together in the same cage. Clyde’s wild
been the central feature of many movie thrillers. He
utest trainer in the business with his own circus which

61.

“Play Ball!”
i Wpring a young man’s fancy always turned to thoughts
11, nt least that was the way it was in Greenfield half a
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century ago. Every vacant lot had its team made up of the neighbor-

- hood kids who played the game with all the fervor and enthusiasm

of big 1 The kids graduated to the Town Team which was

. always able to more than hold its own with the teams from neighbor-

towns. In the spring of 1899, some of the boys got together an.d
il:";anized a team al; us%)a!. Jake White let them use the old Fair
Grounds for their games. The boys took their shovels and svfalpoid a
diamond. Jim Brattin and Dr. David Hanawalt, a veterinarian,
consented to book games and look after the business arrangements.
The team clicked from the start. By the Fourth of July the town
was baseball crazy. It was v to erect bleachers to
date the crowds. When it became necessary to pay for the bleach-
ers at the end of the season, the till was empty and some Oldtimers
still remember that they had to fork over ten dollars apiece to pay
the bill.

Havi isposed of all the neighboring teams, a game was
bookedw‘:vligﬂld?averly which had an unbeaten team. Greenfield
fans invaded the Pike county metropolis headed by a band under
the direction of Jerry Price. Waverly, however, had heard about

the prowess of the Highland county boys and had strengthened
theirpteam with imported players. With Frank Spencer, 2 first class
pitcher in the box, they were confident of the outcome. The gloom
that settled over Mudville when the mighty Casey struck out was
inconsequential compared with the gloom which enveluped‘ Green-
field when the news was relayed back home that their favorites had
gone down to defeat. The team returned home, their heads bloody
but unb d. They ped the team, gthening its weak
spots and were ready when Waverly appeared to play the return
game. It ended in a decisive victory for the local boys, but it was
marred by a peculiar accident. Spencer, the Waverly pitcher, had
a way of winding himself up in a manner marvelous to behold and
delivering the ball with the speed and accuracy of a bullet. On one
of these occasions, the spectators heard a sharp report like the .crack
of a pistol. Spencer stood on the mound with his arm dax}gllng at
his side. The bone had snapped under the stress and strain of his

delivery.

In the spring of 1900, with Charles Parrett as manager, the
team entered the i-professional ranks. Washingt C. H. and
Wilmi also ized i-professional teams. For the next

three years Southern Ohio has rarely, if ever, witnessed su_c}_x mag-
nificent baseball as these three teams gave their communities. In
addition to their games with each other, games were booked with
teams from C \: Cinci Dayton,

Portsmouth, Springfield, Hillsboro, Chillicothe and other towns. The
climax of Greenfield’s 1900 season was a game with the Cincinnati
Reds. The National League team had to extend its_‘elf1 towina3tol
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and predicted a brilliant future for him in th base-
ad a kind word for the umpire, “h’e’él Patierson,

[ {

, handled the indicator with his usual precision
y to elimi the less kicking

t was reputed to be the best semi-professional non-
the Unibe(.l States. Greenfield splli)t the series &%ﬁa gﬁ
5. During the period from 1899 to 1902 no less than
nyers on thg Greenfield team were drafted by the Major
eagues. Mike Mitf:hell, the Babe Ruth of his day, went to
nati Red.f»; Al Bridwell to the New York Giants; Gus
0 the Washington Americans; Sweeney to the Boston Na-
Ben Nippert to the Cincinnati Reds. Fred Hunter Green-
icher, made such a sensational record at Kansas éity that
old to Pittsburgh for $10,000, the highest price that had ever
d for a player up until that time. He is now a scout for the
d Sox. Summers, Schroder, McClain, Deckart, Benny
'mtz atlllx went to :fhleVI mci;nors. Jimmy Falls and Denning,
er the name cGraw, turne. i 3
‘enter the Catholic clergy. ¥ Aons minos leaggie

Rickey played his first professional baseball with the
Club. He was, at various times, a member of the Cin-
, the New York Yankees and the St. Louis Browns.
he became manager and later president of the St. Louis
als. He invented the famous Cardinal system of farming out
i 3Dung players._ He later became president of the colorful
Dodgers, affectionally known as “Dem Bums” and as such
the first negro player to Big League baseball. He is now

bdofthl:as l::bt:ﬁ)}}rgh Pirates and is universally regarded as

eld’s own home town boys, Charles Doyle, Frank
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Barl Boyd went to the Minors. Frank Grubbs froi
¢ m the
ing hamlet of Good Hope, after playing with minor leagues
Indiana, retired to devote himself to politics and poetry.
) mad.e a lifetime career of baseball, playing on and
ﬂn?y minor league teams. Other local boys who played
s f%rlx:ou.ls teaxﬁls Bmvirlere Luther Sexton, Frank Mitchell,
e, arles ton, Fred Holb; i
neburner and Pearl Heaton. % Bobers Blley,
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